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far more logical unit of government than the state, the author launches into 
a consideration of the problem of home rule for cities. He argues in favor 
of securing it by legislative act rather than by vague grant of power in the 
constitution of the state. In considering the question whether the legis- 
lature in the absence of any specific grant of authority has the necessary 
constitutional power, he is obliged to consider the fundamental question 
whether and to what extent such legislative power may be delegated to the 
municipalities. He is of the opinion that the difficulty which has beset the 
courts in justifying such delegation of power was one largely due to the use 
of old terms to describe a somewhat new statutory situation, and he suggests 
that if the home rule act passed by the legislature were called the "charter" of 
the city, and if the charter, ratified by the voters, were called the "fundamen- 
tal ordinance" of the city and if the ordinances enacted by the corporate 
authorities were called by some appropriate term to indicate their inferiority, 
the difficulty of sustaining the constitutionality of such a legislative act 
would be largely, if not entirely, overcome. From this problem, the author 
passes to the problem of the construction of municipal powers. It is an open 
question whether the rule of strict construction of municipal powers is grad- 
ually being broken down, although the cases would indicate that some in- 
road has been made upon its rigidity. The author expresses the hope that 
in the specific application of canons of construction, the courts will assume a 
liberal attitude, and he recommends as highly desirable the principle that the 
courts should return to the view that any doubt against the powers of a 
municipal corporation should be resolved not necessarily against the cor- 
poration, but always in favor of the public, whether for or against the cor- 
poration. 

The later chapters of the book are devoted to such subjects as expanding 
the police power, city planning, including building heights and zoning and 
excess condemnation, the municipal ownership of public utilities, control 
over living costs, municipal recreation and the promotion of commerce and 
industry, including such topics as development of water power, advertising the 
city, municipal exhibits at expositions and financial aid to private enterprises. 

The treatment of the subject is everywhere marked by sober judgment 
and a thorough grasp of fundamental principles, and the work may be highly 
recommended to those interested in the important problem therein consid- 
ered. 



Workmen's Compensation Law Journal. Volume i, No. I. New York: 

C. C. Hine's Sons Company, 1918. 

As the Workmen's Compensation Acts are in force in a great majority 
of the large industrial states of the Union it is not surprising that a law 
journal devoted exclusively to the reporting of workmen's compensation 
cases should make its appearance. 

While the cases reported in this journal are all printed in other publica- 
tions, they are scattered over a number of reports and, except in large cities, 
are not accessible even to lawyers, unless they can afford elaborate and ex- 
pensive libraries. The journal should, therefore, supply a real want. It is, 
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perhaps, to be regretted that instead of publishing all the decisions of the 
appellate courts, it should not have selected the more important of such 
decisions, and also the more important decisions of the boards who are 
charged with the administration of the various acts. Many of these de- 
cisions are of great importance and may never come before an appellate court 
for affirmation or reversal. They are published, if at all, in bulletins or 
reports issued more or less irregularly, and extremely difficult to obtain. 
Their publication would, therefore, be a real boon to those who desire to 
keep abreast of current compensation law. It would be, of course, impossible 
to publish all of such decisions and to select out of their immense mass those 
worthy of publication would require editorial ability of the highest class. 
Nevertheless, one may venture hope that the journal will enlarge its scope 
and will at some time in the near future include a carefully selected collec- 
tion of such cases. 

The Workmen's Compensation Journal is attractive in form, and is well 
printed on excellent paper. If there is any criticism that can be made upon 
it, it is that the syllabi are not so clear as they might be. But the journal is 
in its infancy, and there is reason to hope that such small blemishes will 
disappear in later numbers. 



Criminology. By Maurice Parmelee. Pp. xiii, 522. New York: The Mac- 

millan Company, 1918. 

Dr. Parmelee, formerly Professor of Sociology at the University of Mis- 
souri, and the author of a number of works on anthropological and 
sociological subjects, has presented in this volume an admirable study of the 
entire field of criminology. No work attempting to cover the entire subject 
in its historical, biological, psychological, sociological, and legal aspects can do 
more than present it in broad outline with such illustrative material as is 
necessary to give point and body to the more or less abstract propositions. 
This has been very well done by Dr. Parmelee, and the reader is carried 
forward from subject to subject by the author's thorough grasp on his ma- 
terial and his ability to present the matter in concise, correct and fluent 
manner. The book is eminently readable and contains the results of research 
in the several fields that it purports to cover down to the very year of its 
publication. The conflicting theories of criminologists are all considered 
and fairly set forth. The part relating to criminal jurisprudence is, of course, 
of special interest to lawyers. The author treats of the origin and historical 
development of criminal law and of procedure, the reform of criminal pro- 
cedure, problems of evidence, particularly those of expert testimony and of the 
use of psychological investigation in securing proof. He breaks a lance for 
the establishment of public defense in criminal trials and is trenchant in 
his criticism of the jury system. He has several valuable suggestions as to 
the improvement of the bench and a most excellent chapter on the police 
function. The bibliography is sufficiently comprehensive and modern, and 
in addition to referring to text-books of a more or less authoritative char- 
acter it includes references to many articles in scientific magazines, journals 
and bulletins. 



